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On May 9, 2001, the undersigned filed a National Phase U.S. application under 35 

USC 371 based on International Application No. PCT/JP99/06274, having an 
international filing date of November 11, 1999. All documents necessary for a National 
Phase entry were included. Attached to this Petition is one true, complete copy of the 
documents transmitted to the United States Designated/Elective Office under 35 USC 
371 to enter the National Phase. Included with this material is a copy of the return receipt 
card evidencing the filing of this National Phase application on May 9, 2001. 

To date, this office has not received the Official Filing Receipt, the Notice of 
Acceptance or the early serial number return card. We have contacted the PCT Helpdesk 
and spoke to Paul Bell, Special Programs Examiner. Mr. Bell advised that he had 
checked the computer records for this International application PCT/JP99/06274 and 
found that a National Phase application had been matched with this PCT filing but the 
information on that National Phase application did not correspond to the title and other 

WDC99 550644-1.050233.0093 



National Phase filing of^T/JP99/06274 



data of this National Phase application. Mr. Bell advised that apparently a different case 
had been matched with this international application and that the application which we 
filed as a National Phase case was apparently mislaid or lost somewhere in the Patent and 
Trademark Office. 

Accordingly, applicants hereby petition to have the international application 
accorded the appropriate filing date and that the Official Filing Receipt and Notice of 
Acceptance be issued promptly. Further the records of the office should be corrected to 
clearly state that the proper National Phase application corresponding to PCT/JP99/06274 
was properly filed on May 9, 2001. 

Such action is respectfully requested. Please charge the fee for this petition to 
Deposit Account No. 500417. Further, since this appears to be an error on the part of the 
Patent and Trademark Office, it is submitted that the Petition fee should be refunded. 

Further, we have checked our Deposit Account Statement and determined that the 
Filing Fee of $860.00 and the Assignment Fee of $40.00 has already been charged to our 
Deposit Account. It appears that the application was assigned Serial Number 09/831,277. 
A copy of our Deposit Account Statement in support of this fact is attached hereto. 
Therefore, this is further evidence that the application papers were received in the U.S. 
Patent and Trademark Office within the 30 month deadline. 

To the extent necessary, a petition for an extension of time under 37 C.F.R. 1.136 is 
hereby made. Please charge any shortage in fees due in connection with the filing of this 
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paper, including extension of time fees, to Deposit Account 500417 and please credit any 
excess fees to such deposit account. 

Respectfully submitted, 
MCDERMOTT, WILL & EMERY 
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